BRITISH PISTOL CLUB
Introduction to Black Powder Pistol Shooting
(NRA Approved) Course
OUTLINE SYLLABUS
1.
AIM
To introduce students in the safe and proficient handling of Black Powder Pistols, Range Safety and Conduct. 
2.
SAFETY
a. Black Powder (BP) – Safe handling, Storage and Security.
(1). BP is an explosive and must be treated as such at all times.

(2). Never smoke or have any means of ignition, heat or matches in the vicinity of BP.

(3). Never have uncovered BP on the bench when firing, use Powder Flasks or Phials 
(4). Security is governed by the local police under Home Office Regulations.

(5). Storage and transportation of BP is governed by the H&SatW Act and the control of Explosives Regulations.

b. Pistols – Safe handling- 


(1). Never point a pistol at any one.
(2). Only handle your pistol on the instructions of the Range Officer (RO), never when anyone is in front of the Firing Point.

(3). Always `Prove’ a Pistol when first handed to you and to the RO after firing.
(4). Never handle a Pistol without the permission of the owner.

(5). Never load your Pistol until instructed to by the RO. 

(6). Always keep the Pistol pointing down range.

(7). Hang-fire/Miss-fire – Pistol to be kept pointing down range for a period of 30 seconds. Procedure for clearing and subsequent firing to be explained and demonstrated.
c. Safety Clothing – Eye and Hearing protection is mandatory at all times on the range. 

d. Range Conduct – Range procedures to be demonstrated on the range. 

3. 
PISTOLS
a. Types – Revolver and Single Shot, Match-lock, Flint, Percussion, Smooth Bore and Rifled, both Original and Reproduction.

b. Loading – Quantity of BP, Patches, Projectiles (Balls), Ramming, Grease (Revolvers).

c. Ignition – Flint and Percussion. 
4.
FIRING POSITION (demonstrated on Range)

a. Stance – Feet, Body position

b. Grip – One handed for Single shot, two handed for Revolver.


c. Aiming – Fore Sight and Rear Sight relationship. 


d. Breathing – Controlled.

e. Trigger Control – Squeeze.

5.
COMPETITION and RULES
a. The Muzzle Loading Associations’ International Committee (MLAIC) is the governing body for Black Powder Competition, controlled in the UK by the Muzzle Loading Association of Great Britain (MLAGB).

b. However there are numerous competitions run throughout the year which do not conform to the formal rules! 
Note: This is an outline syllabus only, covering the essential basics and acting as an aide memoir. Each Instructor will assess individuals particular needs.
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